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SUB J : LOEFFLER ELECTED BERLIN SPD CHAIRMAN 

1 . AFTER WEEKS OF INTENSIVE INTERNAL DISCUSSION, FORMER 
SENATOR FOR SCIENCE AND ARTS GERD LOEFFLER WAS ELECTED 
CHAIRMAN OF BERLIN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SPD) AT 
REGULAR PARTY CONFERENCE ON JUNE 4, 1977. LOEFFLER SUCCEEDS 
FORMER GOVERNING MAYOR KLAUS SCHUETZ, WHO RESIGNED AS 
CHAIRMAN FOLLOWING PARTY'S DECISION TO REPLACE HIM 

AS GOVERNING MAYOR BY DIETRICH STOBBE. WALDEMAR SCHULZE, 

BUNDESTAG MEMBER FROM BERLIN, WAS ELECTED DEPUTY PARTY 
CHAIRMAN REPLACING SENATOR HARRY RISTOCK AS REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SPD LEFT-WING. RISTOCK RESIGNED JUST BEFORE PARTY 
CONFERENCE, STATING HE COULD SERVE CITY BEST BY RESTRICTING 
HIS ACTIVITIES TO DIRECTOR DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND 
HOUSING AND CONTINUING AS A MEMBER OF NATIONAL SPD 
BOARD. KLAUS RIEBSCHLAEGER, OTHER DEPUTY PARTY CHAIRMAN, 

REPRESENTING RIGHT-WING, REMAINED IN OFFICE. 

2. IN SPITE OF APPEAL BY GOVERNING MAYOR STOBBE TO DELEGATES 
TO DEMONSTRATE PARTY SOLIDARITY BY CASTING THEIR VOTES FOR 
LOEFFLER AND SCHULZE, LOEFFLER RECEIVED ONLY 142 OF 236 VOTES 
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CAST AND SCHULZE RECEIVED 167. 

3. IN BRIEF SPEECH TO DELEGATES AT OUTSET OF PARTY 
CONFERENCE, FORMER GOVERNING MAYOR KLAUS SCHUETZ 
EXPLAINED THAT HIS DECISION TO RESIGN PARTY CHAIRMAN- 
SHIP WAS "A LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE" OF THE CHANGE IN 
BERLIN'S GOVERNMENT. HE SAID HE LEFT POST "NOT 
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LIGHT-HEARTEDLY BUT WITHOUT ANGER" AND ADDED THAT 
HE WAS NOT YET READY TO RETIRE FROM POLITICS. 

4. THERE WAS OBVIOUS EFFORT BY SPD DELEGATES TO AVOID 

FURTHER DISCORD. THROUGH UNSPOKEN AGREEMENT, THERE WAS NO DEBATE 

ABOUT MERITS OF CANDIDATES AND DISCUSSION OF SOME 90 RESOLUTIONS 

FOLLOWING ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN WAS ONLY 

LUKEWARM. NEVERTHELESS, POLITICAL OBSERVERS 

EXPECTED THAT DISCORD WITHIN BERLIN SPD WILL CONTINUE 

AND THAT GOVERNING MAYOR STOBBE, DESPITE HIS BEST 

INTENTIONS, WILL BE FORCED TO SPEND AN INCREASING AMOUNT OF TIME 

ON PURELY SPD MATTERS, THUS TAKING TIME AWAY FROM 

ADMINISTRATION OF CITY GOVERNMENT.GEORGE 
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